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Protect Our Waterways delivers leaflets to 50,000 homes  
Warns residents about risks of proposed nuclear waste dump 

 
Protect Our Waterways – No Nuclear Waste (POW-NNW) launched a public education 
campaign today on the potential risks posed to area residents from a proposed deep geological 
repository (DGR) in South Bruce. 50,000 leaflets are being delivered to area homes this week as 
part an ongoing outreach to communities in the area.  
 
The Nuclear Waste Management Organization (NWMO) is assembling land in the municipality 
of South Bruce to put underground irradiated nuclear fuel from 4.6 million spent fuel bundles 
from Canada’s nuclear reactors. The NWMO states that the municipality must be a willing host. 
1600 residents of South Bruce signed a petition opposing the proposed DGR.  
 
However, POW-NNW believes the proposal should be a concern for all area residents because if 
there is an accident the effects will not be limited to South Bruce.  “If the proposed nuclear 
waste dump is approved there will be 2 loads of spent nuclear fuel travelling by truck every day 
for forty years from  Canada’s nuclear reactors. And if there is a radioactive leak underground it 
could affect 40 million people in Canada and the US”, said Michelle Stein, a member of the 
POW-NNW board of directors. 
 
“People need to know the risks. Nowhere in the world is there an operating DGR for high level 
nuclear waste as is being proposed here. Underground storage sites for low-medium level 
nuclear waste in the US and Germany have leaked radioactive material and required 
multi-billion-dollar clean-ups”, says Stein. “I encourage everyone who lives in a community near 
South Bruce to contact their own Mayor and tell them you oppose NWMO’s proposal for a 
nuclear waste dump,” added Stein. 
 
POW-NNW believes that the ‘rolling stewardship’ method of managing nuclear waste is better 
because it maintains it in a monitored and retrievable state at all times, with continual 
improvements to packaging and environmental protection. Ongoing scientific studies examine 
how spent nuclear fuel can be reused, reduced, and even neutralized. 
 



 

In its initial report to Parliament the NWMO did not say that on-site storage at the reactor sites 
was unsafe or not feasible. Dr. Gordon Edwards with the Canadian Coalition for Nuclear 
Responsibility (CCNR) has said “since radioactivity cannot be shut off or rendered harmless, 
waste ‘disposal’ is actually a euphemism for waste ‘abandonment’. Nuclear agencies say they 
have ‘no intention to retrieve’ it. But that is a political definition, not a scientific one. In fact, 
there is no scientific definition of disposal.” 
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Take Action Now!  

For more information visit:  

www.protectsouthbruce-nodgr.org 

Email: nodgrsouthbruce@gmail.com 

Tel: (519) 357-7582 
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